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TPE Alignment Chart for Evaluations 

To assist in evaluating each TPE, this companion document indicates which elements are of Primary (P) and Secondary (S) 
Emphasis by clinical term (Methods or Full Time).  The full version of the California Teaching Performance    Expectations can be 
found by clicking the link below 

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/default-source/educator-prep/standards/adopted-tpes-2016.pdf?sfvrsn=8cb2c410_0.   

 
TPE 1: Engaging and Supporting All Students in Learning  Methods  Full 

Time 
1. Apply knowledge of students, including their prior experiences, interests, and social emotional learning 
needs, as well as their funds of knowledge and cultural, language, and socioeconomic backgrounds, to 
engage them in learning.  

P P 

2. Maintain ongoing communication with students and families, including the use of technology to 
communicate with and support students and families, and to communicate achievement expectations and 
student progress. 

S P 

3. Connect subject matter to real-life contexts and provide active learning experiences to engage student 
interest, support student motivation, and allow students to extend their learning. 

P P 

4a. Use a variety of developmentally and ability-appropriate instructional strategies, resources, and assistive 
technology, 

S P 

4b  including principles of Universal Design of Learning (UDL) and Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) to 
support access to the curriculum for a wide range of learners within the general education classroom and 
environment.  

P P 

5. Promote students' critical and creative thinking and analysis through activities that provide opportunities for 
inquiry, problem solving, responding to and framing meaningful questions, and reflection.  

S P 

6. Provide a supportive learning environment for students' first and/or second language acquisition by using 
research-based instructional approaches, including focused English Language Development, Specially 
Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE), scaffolding across content areas, and structured English 
immersion, and demonstrate an understanding of the difference among students whose only instructional 
need is to acquire Standard English proficiency, students who may have an identified disability affecting their 
ability to acquire Standard English proficiency, and students who may have both a need to acquire Standard 
English proficiency and an identified disability.  

P P 

7. Provide students with opportunities to access the curriculum by incorporating the visual and performing arts, 
as appropriate to the content and context of learning.  

S P 

8. Monitor student learning and adjust instruction while teaching so that students continue to be actively 
engaged in learning. 

P P 

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/default-source/educator-prep/standards/adopted-tpes-2016.pdf?sfvrsn=8cb2c410_0
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TPE 1 Narrative:  Engaging and Supporting all Students 

Beginning teachers understand and value the socioeconomic, cultural, and linguistic background, funds of knowledge, and 
achievement expectations of students, families, and the community and use these understandings not only within the instructional 
process but also to Preliminary Multiple and Single Subject Credential Program Standards – Adopted December 2015 6 Teaching 
Performance Expectations (TPEs) – Adopted June 2016 establish and maintain positive relationships in and outside the classroom. 
They use technology as appropriate to communicate with and support students and families.  

Beginning teachers provide opportunities and adequate time for students to practice and apply what they have learned within real-
world applications and community-based instruction as appropriate and as available. They use available community resources, prior 
student experiences, and applied learning activities, including arts integration, to make instruction individually and culturally relevant.  

Beginning teachers use a variety of instructional principles and approaches such as UDL and linguistic scaffolding to assure the 
active and equitable participation of all students and to promote engagement of all students within general education environments 
using the principles of Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) as appropriate.  

Language Acquisition and Development  

Beginning teachers understand and apply theories, principles, and instructional practices for the comprehensive language instruction 
of English learners, Standard English learners, and students whose first language is English. They understand and use appropriate 
instructional approaches and programs for developing language proficiency and the use of academic language for English language 
development, including structured English immersion, integrated and designated English language development, and Standard 
English acquisition. They appropriately apply theories, principles, and instructional practices for English language development to 
assist students to achieve literacy in English.  

Beginning teachers understand and apply pedagogical theories and principles and practices for the development of students' 
academic language, comprehension, and knowledge across the subjects of the core curriculum.  

Beginning teachers use a student's background and assessment of prior learning both in English and the home language, if 
applicable, to differentiate instruction and to select instructional materials and strategies, including the incorporation of visual and 
performing arts, to support the student in comprehension and production of Standard English. They are able to determine 
communicative intent, particularly with students at emerging and expanding English proficiency levels and with students who may 
have an identified disability affecting their ability to acquire Standard English proficiency.  

Beginning teachers design and implement instruction based on the student's level of English proficiency and academic achievement, 
keeping in mind that the student's individual needs vary and may be multifaceted. Additionally, beginning teachers understand the 
difference among students whose only instructional need is to acquire Standard English proficiency, students who may have an 
identified disability affecting their ability to acquire Standard English proficiency, and students who may have both a need to acquire 
Standard English proficiency and an identified disability.  
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Beginning teachers assure that students understand what they are to do during instruction and monitor student progress toward 
learning goals as identified in the academic content standards and Individualized Education Plans (IEPs), Individualized Family 
Service Plans (IFSPs), Individualized Transition Plans (ITPs), and Section 504 plans, as applicable. 

 

TPE 2: Creating and Maintaining Effective Environments for Student Learning Methods  Full 
Time 

1a. Promote students' social-emotional growth, development, and individual responsibility using positive 
interventions and supports,  P P 

1b. restorative justice, and conflict resolution practices to foster a caring community where each student is 
treated fairly and respectfully by adults and peers S S 

2. Create learning environments (i.e., traditional, blended, and online) that promote productive student 
learning, encourage positive interactions among students, reflect diversity and multiple perspectives, and are 
culturally responsive. 

S P 

3. Establish, maintain, and monitor inclusive learning environments that are physically, mentally, intellectually, 
and emotionally healthy and safe to enable all students to learn, and recognize and appropriately address 
instances of intolerance and harassment among students, such as bullying, racism, and sexism. 

P P 

4. Know how to access resources to support students, including those who have experienced trauma, 
homelessness, foster care, incarceration, and/or are medically fragile.  S P 

5. Maintain high expectations for learning with appropriate support for the full range of students in the 
classroom. P P 

6. Establish and maintain clear expectations for positive classroom behavior and for student to-student and 
student-to-teacher interactions by communicating classroom routines, procedures, and norms to students and 
families.  

P P 

 

TPE 2 Narrative:  Creating and Maintaining Effective Learning Environments 

Beginning teachers create healthy learning environments by promoting positive relationships and behaviors, welcoming all students, 
using routines and procedures that maximize student engagement, supporting conflict resolution, and fostering students' independent 
and collaborative learning. Beginning teachers use a variety of strategies and approaches to create and maintain a supportive 
learning environment for all students. They use principles of positive behavior intervention and support processes, restorative justice 
and conflict resolution practices, and they implement these practices as appropriate to the developmental levels of students to 
provide a safe and caring classroom climate.  

Beginning teachers understand the role of learners in promoting each other's learning and the importance of peer relationships in 
establishing a climate of learning. They encourage students to share and examine a variety of points of view during lessons. 
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Beginning teachers support all students' mental, social-emotional, and physical health needs by fostering a safe and welcoming 
classroom environment where students feel they belong and feel safe to communicate.  

Beginning teachers recognize that in addition to individual cultural, linguistic, socioeconomic and academic backgrounds, students 
come to school with a wide range of life experiences that impact their readiness to learn, including adverse or traumatic childhood 
experiences, mental health issues, and social-emotional and physical health needs. Beginning teachers design and maintain a fair 
and appropriate system of classroom management that fosters a sense of community, incorporates student input, and engages 
families. They regularly assess and adapt this system in response to students, families, and school contexts. Beginning teachers 
align their classroom management plan with students' IEP, IFSP, ITP, and 504 plans as applicable. 

 
TPE 3: Understanding and Organizing Subject Matter for Student Learning Methods  Full 

Time 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of subject matter, including the adopted California State Standards and curriculum 
frameworks. P P 

2. Use knowledge about students and learning goals to organize the curriculum to facilitate student 
understanding of subject matter and make accommodations and/or modifications as needed to promote 
student access to the curriculum. 

P P 

3. Plan, design, implement, and monitor instruction consistent with current subject-specific pedagogy in the 
content area(s) of instruction, and design and implement disciplinary and cross-disciplinary learning 
sequences, including integrating the visual and performing arts as applicable to the discipline. 

S P 

4. Individually and through consultation and collaboration with other educators and members of the larger 
school community, plan for effective subject matter instruction and use multiple means of representing, 
expressing, and engaging students to demonstrate their knowledge. 

S P 

5. Adapt subject matter curriculum, organization, and planning to support the acquisition and use of academic 
language within learning activities to promote the subject matter knowledge of all students, including the full 
range of English learners, Standard English learners, students with disabilities, and students with other 
learning needs in the least restrictive environment. 

S P 

6. Use and adapt resources, standards-aligned instructional materials, and a range of technology, including 
assistive technology, to facilitate students' equitable access to the curriculum. 

S P 

7. Model and develop digital literacy by using technology to engage students and support their learning, and 
promote digital citizenship, including respecting copyright law, understanding fair use guidelines and the use 
of Creative Commons license, and maintaining Internet security. 

S P 

8. Demonstrate knowledge of effective teaching strategies aligned with the internationally recognized 
educational technology standards. S P 
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TPE 3 Narrative: 
Subject-Specific Pedagogy and Making Content Accessible 

Beginning teachers use subject matter knowledge to plan, deliver, assess and reflect on content-specific instruction for all students, 
consistent with the California State Standards in the content area(s) of their credential(s).  

Beginning teachers provide multiple means for students to access content such as linguistic supports; technology, including assistive 
technology; elements of UDL; integrating other content areas, such as the arts; and accommodations and/or modifications to 
assessments and instruction. They also address access to content standards as specified in plans such as IEPs, IFSPs, ITPs and 
504 plans.  

Beginning teachers design learning sequences that highlight connections, relationships, and themes across subjects and disciplines. 
They also engage students in real-world applications to make learning relevant and meaningful.  

Beginning teachers work with colleagues through collaboration and consultation to support students' engagement with instruction.  

Beginning teachers also articulate and apply pedagogical theories, principles, and practices for the development of literacy, 
academic language, comprehension, and knowledge in the subjects of the core curriculum for all students.  

Integrating Educational Technology  

Beginning teachers design, implement, and evaluate technology-rich learning environments to customize and individualize 
learning opportunities and assessments for students. They integrate knowledge of subject matter, pedagogy, and 
available instructional technology tools, including assistive technology, to design learning experiences that engage and 
support all students in learning the California State Standards, along with improving students' conceptual understanding, 
cultivating their critical thinking, and promoting their creative learning.  

Beginning teachers model knowledge, skills, and fluency in using digital tools.  

Beginning teachers teach students how to use digital tools to learn, to create new content, and to demonstrate what they 
are learning.  

Beginning teachers model and promote digital citizenship and critical digital literacy, including respecting copyright law, 
understanding fair use guidelines, understanding Creative Commons license, and maintaining Internet security.  

Beginning teachers promote equal access of all students to digital tools and assure that students are safe in their digital 
participation.  

Beginning teachers use appropriate educational technologies to deepen teaching and learning to provide students with 
opportunities to participate in a digital society and economy.  
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Beginning teachers use established learning goals and students' assessed needs to frame the choices of digital tools and 
instructional applications consistent with standards of the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) and the 
International Association for K– 12 Online Learning (iNACOL). 

 
TPE 4: Planning Instruction and Designing Learning Experiences for All Students Methods Full 

Time 
1. Locate and apply information about students' current academic status, content- and standards-related 
learning needs and goals, assessment data, language proficiency status, and cultural background for both 
short-term and long-term instructional planning purposes.  

P P 

2. Understand and apply knowledge of the range and characteristics of typical and atypical child development 
from birth through adolescence to help inform instructional planning and learning experiences for all students  

S P 

3. Design and implement instruction and assessment that reflects the interconnectedness of academic content 
areas and related student skills development in literacy, mathematics, science, and other disciplines across 
the curriculum, as applicable to the subject area of instruction. 

P P 

4. Plan, design, implement and monitor instruction, making effective use of instructional time to maximize 
learning opportunities and provide access to the curriculum for all students by removing barriers and providing 
access through instructional strategies that include:  

•     appropriate use of instructional technology, including assistive technology;  
• applying principles of UDL and MTSS;  
• use of developmentally, linguistically, and culturally appropriate learning activities, instructional 
materials, and resources for all students, including the full range of English learners;  
• appropriate modifications for students with disabilities in the general education classroom;  
• opportunities for students to support each other in learning; and  
• use of community resources and services as applicable.  

S P 

5. Promote student success by providing opportunities for students to understand and advocate for strategies 
that meet their individual learning needs and assist students with specific learning needs to successfully 
participate in transition plans (e.g., IEP, IFSP, ITP, and 504 plans.) 

P P 

6. Access resources for planning and instruction, including the expertise of community and school colleagues 
through in-person or virtual collaboration, co-teaching, coaching, and/or networking S P 

7. Plan instruction that promotes a range of communication strategies and activity modes between teacher 
and student and among students that encourage student participation in learning. 

P P 

8. Use digital tools and learning technologies across learning environments as appropriate to create new 
content and provide personalized and integrated technology-rich lessons to engage students in learning, 
promote digital literacy, and offer students multiple means to demonstrate their learning. 

S P 
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TPE 4 Narrative: Planning Instruction and Designing Learning Experiences 

Beginning teachers access and apply knowledge of students' prior achievement and current instructional needs; knowledge of 
effective instructional techniques for supporting the academic language needs of all students, the specific language needs of  
students whose first language is English, English learners, and Standard English learners; the knowledge of effective instructional 
techniques for students with disabilities in the general education classroom; and knowledge of formative and/or summative student 
assessment results relative to the TK–12 academic content standards to improve teaching and learning for all students.  

Beginning teachers are knowledgeable about typical and atypical child and adolescent abilities and disabilities and their effects on 
student growth and development, learning, and behavior. Beginning teachers also are knowledgeable about the range of abilities of  
gifted and talented students in the general education classroom. 

Beginning teachers understand how to effectively use content knowledge, content pedagogy, and student learning targets to design 
appropriate instruction and assessment for all students. Beginning teachers demonstrate the ability to design and implement 
instruction and assessment that reflects the interconnectedness of academic content areas and related student skills development in 
literacy, mathematics, science, and other disciplines across the curriculum in alignment with California's adopted content standards 
and their underlying principles.  

In planning for instruction consistent with California's TK–12 content standards, beginning teachers access and apply their deep 
content knowledge of the subject area and use appropriate content-specific pedagogy consistent with research-based practices in 
the field. Beginning teachers understand the principles of UDL and MTSS and apply these principles in the content field(s) of their 
credential(s) to plan instruction that meets individual student needs for all students. Beginning teachers align instructional goals and 
student learning objectives, including IEP, IFSP, ITP, and 504 plans, instructional procedures, assessment tools/processes, and 
criteria for evaluation of learning. They provide access to the curriculum for all students by removing barriers and providing access 
through a range of appropriate instructional strategies tailored and adapted as necessary to meet individual student needs. 

Beginning teachers research, evaluate, and utilize current technological practices to improve teaching and learning (e.g., blended 
and online learning technologies). 

 
TPE 5: Assessing Student Learning Methods Full 

Time 
1. Apply knowledge of the purposes, characteristics, and appropriate uses of different types of assessments 
(e.g., diagnostic, informal, formal, progress-monitoring, formative, summative, and performance) to design and 
administer classroom assessments, including use of scoring rubrics. 

P P 

 2. Collect and analyze assessment data from multiple measures and sources to plan and modify instruction 
and document students' learning over time.  

S P 

3. Involve all students in self-assessment and reflection on their learning goals and progress and provide 
students with opportunities to revise or reframe their work based on assessment feedback.  

S P 
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4. Use technology as appropriate to support assessment administration, conduct data analysis, and 
communicate learning outcomes to students and families.  

S S 

5. Use assessment information in a timely manner to assist students and families in understanding student 
progress in meeting learning goals.  

S S 

6. Work with specialists to interpret assessment results from formative and summative assessments to 
distinguish between students whose first language is English, English learners, Standard English learners, 
and students with language or other disabilities.  

S P 

7. Interpret English learners' assessment data to identify their level of academic proficiency in English as well 
as in their primary language, as applicable, and use this information in planning instruction. 

P P 

 8. Use assessment data, including information from students' IEP, IFSP, ITP, and 504 plans, to establish 
learning goals and to plan, differentiate, make accommodations and/or modify instruction. 

P P 

 

TPE 5 Assessing Student Learning Narrative: 

Beginning teachers develop, implement, and use a range of effective classroom assessments to inform and improve instructional 
design and practice. Beginning teachers demonstrate knowledge of student assessment design principles, such as test construction, 
test question development, and scoring approaches, including rubric design. They explain the importance of validity and reliability in 
assessment and know how to mitigate potential bias in question development and in scoring. Beginning teachers demonstrate 
knowledge of a variety of types of assessments and their appropriate uses, including diagnostic, large-scale, norm-referenced, 
criterion-referenced, and teacher-developed formative and summative assessments. They effectively select and administer 
assessments to inform learning. 

Beginning teachers use multiple measures to make an informed judgment about what a student knows and is able to do. Beginning 
teachers analyze data to inform instructional design, self-reflect, reteach, provide resources, and accurately document student 
academic and developmental progress. They support students in learning how to peer- and self-assess work using identified scoring 
criteria and/or rubrics. Beginning teachers provide students with opportunities to revise or reframe their work based on assessment 
feedback, thus leading to new learning. They implement fair grading practices, share assessment feedback about performance in a 
timely way, utilize digital resources to inform instruction, analyze data, and communicate learning outcomes. 

Beginning teachers utilize assessment data and collaborate with specialists to learn about their students. They apply this information 
to make accommodations and/or modifications of assessment for students whose first language is English, English learners, and 
Standard English learners. They also utilize this process for students with identified learning needs, students with disabili ties, and 
advanced learners. Beginning teachers are informed about student information in plans such as IEPs, IFSPs, ITPs, and 504 plans 
and participate as appropriate. 
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TPE 6: Developing as a Professional Educator Methods Full 
Time 

1. Reflect on their own teaching practice and level of subject matter and pedagogical knowledge to plan and 
implement instruction that can improve student learning.  

P P 

2. Recognize their own values and implicit and explicit biases, the ways in which these values and implicit and 
explicit biases may positively and negatively affect teaching and learning, and work to mitigate any negative 
impact on the teaching and learning of students. They exhibit positive dispositions of caring, support, 
acceptance, and fairness toward all students and families, as well as toward their colleagues. 

P P 

3. Establish professional learning goals and make progress to improve their practice by routinely engaging in 
communication and inquiry with colleagues.  

P P 

4. Demonstrate how and when to involve other adults and to communicate effectively with peers and 
colleagues, families, and members of the larger school community to support teacher and student learning.  

S P 

5a. Demonstrate professional responsibility for all aspects of student learning and classroom management, 
including responsibility for the learning outcomes of all students, along with appropriate concerns and policies 
regarding the privacy, health, and safety of students and families.  

S P 

5b. Beginning teachers conduct themselves with integrity and model ethical conduct for themselves and 
others. 

P P 

6. Understand and enact professional roles and responsibilities as mandated reporters and comply with all 
laws concerning professional responsibilities, professional conduct, and moral fitness, including the 
responsible use of social media and other digital platforms and tools.  

P P 

7. Critically analyze how the context, structure, and history of public education in California affects and 
influences state, district, and school governance as well as state and local education finance. 

S S 

 

 

TPE 6 Developing as a Professional Educator Narrative: 

Beginning teachers seek opportunities to reflect on and improve their practice through collaborative inquiry, observation feedback, 
and their own performance data. Beginning teachers are aware of their potential implicit and explicit biases and the potential impact, 
positive and/or negative, on their expectations for and relationships with students, families, and colleagues. They understand their 
responsibility for ongoing professional learning and for maintaining their certification as members of a profession. Throughout their 
preparation program, beginning teachers develop an understanding of their fundamental responsibilities as professional educators 
and of their accountability to students, families, colleagues, and employers. Beginning teachers participate as team members with 
colleagues and families. Beginning teachers take responsibility for all students' academic learning outcomes. They hold high 
expectations for all students. 
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Beginning teachers articulate and practice the profession's code of ethics and professional standards of practice, and they uphold 
relevant laws and policies, including but not limited to those related to:  

• professional conduct and moral fitness;  
• use of digital content and social media;  
• education and rights of all stakeholders, including students with disabilities, English learners, and those who identify as LGBTQ+;  
• privacy, health, and safety of students, families, and school professionals;  
• mandated reporting; and  
• students' acts of intolerance and harassment such as bullying, racism, and sexism. 

Beginning teachers understand that they have chosen to become members of complex organizations. Beginning teachers are 
familiar with issues of equity and justice within the structures and contexts of public education, including state, district, and school 
governance; curriculum and standards development; testing and assessment systems; and basic school finance. 

 


